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GVBC PURPOSE 
STATEMENT 

At GVBC, we seek to glorify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 
~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our lives 
~growing in Christ-like character 
~and serving others in love. 

GVBC MISSION 
STATEMENT 

Helping people discover Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 

February 6, 2013 

Issue 3 

SPIRIT 
Dear Family: 

Last Sunday, you were recognized for loving the pastors and 
missionaries that have served us in the name of Jesus. You were 
recognized by American Baptist Churches’ Ministers and Missionaries 
Benefit Board (MMBB), not for a one-time offering, but for 10 years of 
consistent, gracious giving. When MMBB called me and asked what we 
do differently than other churches, I said it was most likely our 
relationship with most of our former staff. On Sunday, many of those 
former staff members and spouses worshipped with us. They were: 
Denko Hirose, Molly Nishimoto, Bunso & Yukimi Otani, Ron & Anne Matsuda, and Sam 
& June Tonomura. Kunihiko & Eiko Amano were out of town. I said that our giving is 
personal because we love and care for our former pastors and their spouses. 

Here is what the award said: 

Widow’s Mite Award 

Presented to 
GARDENA VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH 

Gardena, California 
This annual award is presented for 

Outstanding leadership and generous support  
of the 

RETIRED MINISTERS AND MISSIONARIES OFFERING (RMMO) 
OF AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES USA 

Year after year, Gardena Valley Baptist Church has devoted its time and 
service to promote the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO). MMBB 
recognizes Gardena Valley Baptist Church for its steadfast commitment which has led 
the church to raise the extraordinary amount of $89,793 over the past 10 years.  

Gardena Valley Baptist Church accepts the offering in February and adopts a 
Valentine’s Day theme of “We Love You…” to encourage people to celebrate the love 

we have for one another and to show thanks by contributing to the offering. 

The generosity of this congregation brings to mind the Gospel account of Jesus 
and poor widow who put all the money she had –two mites- into the temple treasury.  

When the First Chinese Baptist Church of Fresno, California, received the 1982 
RMMO, a Vietnamese refugee woman in attendance wanted to express her gratitude to 
God in a tangible way. She had no money so she took off her wristwatch and slipped it 
into an RMMO envelope. Her spontaneous response of thanksgiving, much like the 
sacrificial gift of the anonymous widow whom Jesus commended, has touched the 
hearts of countless people. 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church’s commitment also exemplifies the spirit of The 
Widow’s Mite. On behalf of MMBB Financial Services, it is with great honor to say 
“thank you” to Gardena Valley Baptist Church.  

Sumner Grant 
Executive Director 

 I feel this recognizes that we are God’s family; created in Christ Jesus and that 
when one suffers, we all suffer, and when one rejoices, we all rejoice!  

 Well done, “Church”!  Do not grow weary of doing good in Christ’s name. 

His child, 
Steve 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
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A PERFECT DAY FOR OUR 

FEBRUARY WORKDAY 

A cloudy February Saturday was a perfect day to accomplish some goals:  

Cleaned the kitchenette vent and replaced the water filter in room 201 

Replaced missing screws in tables and welded broken folding chairs 

Cleaned inside of coffee urns in coffee nook 

Fixed blinds in room 251 

Connected video and sound feed from sanctuary to narthex and 
nursery 

Replaced lights in courtyard and La Salle parking lot 

Weeded along the front of the building 

Scraped and painted doors and fascia on the rentals 

Clean and polished sanctuary pews, piano, and narthex counter 

Thanks to everyone who came out. Special 
thanks to the volleyball team, and also to 
Daniel and the Obento crew for sharing their 
lunch with us. 

The next Work Day is March 2, starting at 8 
AM. 

Everyone is invited, no experience necessary.  
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JANUARY BOARD REPORT 
BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR 

The beginning of a new year is an opportunity to establish fresh goals, routines, and 
activities. In terms of your Board of Deacons, it presents a chance to work with the 
pastoral staff, implementing God’s new direction for the church.  

A joint gathering of church leaders 

Our first Board meeting of 2013 was a joint gathering of the Board Members, selected 
Core Ministry Chairs, and some pastoral staff members. Pastor Steve explained, our 
church’s focus this year is on the important concept of forgiveness. The theme is “From 

Forgiven to Forgiver” and the scripture is “Forgive as the Lord forgave You.” Colossians 3:13. We will 
explore the question of what forgiveness means during a special series at Easter time. Forgiveness will 
also be the theme of this year’s Women’s Retreat [on Saturday, April 20 to Sunday, April 21]. 

We formed small discussion groups 

To assist the pastoral staff in identifying issues and concerns regarding forgiveness, Pastor Annette 
Kakimoto divided us into small groups. Within these groups, we discussed various aspects of 
forgiveness and developed lists of difficulties people have in either forgiving others or accepting 
forgiveness. We then came together to share the fruits of our discussions. Many interesting points were 
made which we hopefully will see addressed in various ways this coming year. 

Our church’s curfew 

Speaking of forgiveness, Pastor Steve wanted to make sure we took steps to enforce our church’s  
10:00 p.m. curfew rule so we would not have to apologize to our neighbors for excessive noise. He 
noted, “After evening meetings at the church, people tend to continue their conversations outside where 
we can disturb our neighbors.” He reminded us to be considerate of them by quietly leaving the church 
premises by 10:00 p.m. 

Our monthly income seesaws back and forth 

After seeing our monthly income seesaw back and forth this past year, we are happy to report our end-
of-year giving was generous and enabled the church to finish the year in the black. We received 
$190,566 in December. Our total revenue for 2012 was approximately $1,363,000 and total expenses 
were $1,336,000, resulting in positive income of $27,000. 

It was noted that seven giving units have used the online giving services. In choosing your online giving, 
please note that direct transfer from your bank account results in no charge to GVBC. Giving through a 
debit or credit card results in a charge to GVBC. 

New member applications and trends 

We were pleased to approve membership applications for six new members of our church. The majority 
of these were from the Nichigo congregation. In other good news, Pastor Steve reported our church 
grew 1% in 2012. He noted, however, GVBC’s growth is unusual in comparison with other churches 
which are seeing declines in membership and letting go of staff. Those churches which are growing are 
doing so by absorbing members from other churches, not through evangelism. Another troubling trend is 
about 30% of the population is not affiliated with any religion. 

Welcome to our new Board Members 

Finally, please welcome our new Board members who are starting their terms of office this year. They 
are: Wes Harada (Treasurer); Silvio Carrara (Assistant Treasurer); Ashley Donald (Church Clerk); 
Eltheia Shiozaki (Member-At-Large); Travis (T.J.) Yee (Member-At-Large); and Jerry Sunada (Member-
At-Large). Yosh Amano, elected as Member-At-Large last November, decided for personal reasons this 
was not the right time for him to serve on the Board so he submitted his resignation which was 
reluctantly accepted. We hope to have another candidate to submit to the membership at our Annual 
Business Meeting on Sunday, February 24 [12:30—1:30p.m.]. Please pray God will raise up the right 
individual for this vacancy. 

Until Next Month . . . 
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Our prayers and condolences to those who have lost loved ones 

 Scott & Stephanie Ueda and family in the passing of Stephanie’s sister-in-law, Valerie Isozaki who 
passed away on December 26, 2012. The funeral was held at GVBC on Monday, January 28. Paul 
Hirano, O.D. officiated. 

Letters to our church family 

 Dear GVBC, Thank you so much for the beautiful flower arrangement!  We are all so appreciative of 
the emails, texts, phone calls and especially, prayers on my behalf. I am home now and thankfully, 
on the road to recovery. Since I'll be in an arm cast for at least 5 more weeks, I had Wynne write this 
'thank you' for me =) Gratefully, Edith Higashi 

 Dear Friends: On behalf of the City of Gardena, we would like to extend our sincere and genuine 
thanks for your openhearted support in our 2012 “Helping Hands” Holiday Program. Your thoughtful 
donation of 37 bags, 10 cases, and 2 boxes of food and $500 [from our LOVE Fund] contributed to 
the sensational success of our program. We thank you for being the model of what the holiday 
season is truly about. May the New Year bring us all a great year and a revitalized spirit in our joint 
efforts in helping our Gardena community Sincerely, James Kimmons, Recreation Supervisor, by 
Susie Santana, Recreation Coordinator 

FAMILY NEWS 

The Spirit is copyrighted © 2013 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683, FAX: (310)768-2783, 
Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 
9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. 
Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 

 
Issue 4 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, February 20. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. 
All articles should be submitted by Sunday, February 17. 

WANTED: Voices for the Adult Choir 

The GVBC choir is now accepting men & women (high 
school age and up) who love to sing and/or would love to 
learn to sing. 

No experience needed. Music director Gayle Asato will 
work with you in a group setting or one-on-one in your 
home free of charge. 

Performing during GVBC services and/or events is 
optional, not mandatory. 

We meet every: Thursday night at 7:00 p.m. in         
Room 250. 

No signups needed. Just come and join us. 

For questions or info contact Susie Shelley, Choir Director, ext. 673 or susie@gvbc,net. 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact event 
leaders directly. 

WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 
 
 GVBC Bilingual Saturday Worship Services 

Saturday, February 9, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. Every 
second Saturday of the month. “Power of Love”: 
Alisa Coats will share her testimony with us. The 
next one is on Saturday, March 9. Refreshments 
served in Room 201 after the service. Everyone 
welcome. Contact Pastor Osato, ext. 676, 
eiji@gvbc.net. 

 City of Gardena Appreciation 
Sunday, February 11 — Thursday, February 14. 
During Valentine’s week, GVBC prepares baked 
good and writes notes to show our appreciation to 
the City of Gardena employees. We need volunteers 
to bake and/or write notes of appreciation and pray 
for employees in various departments. Contact 
Pastor James Chang, ext. 682, 
neighborhood@gvbc.net. 

 Volunteers Needed: GVBC Landscaping 
Information meeting on Saturday, February 16 at 
9:00 a.m. in Room 214 to discuss landscaping 
needs, times, dates, commitments. You can bring 
your own tools or GVBC has some available. If you 
cannot come, but would like to be included in this 
project, please contact me, Shig Kawashiri: 
physhr@sbcglobal.net. Or, leave your name and 
contact information with the church office. 

 GVBC Classes Offered: 

Basic Christianity: A 24-week class taught by 
Pastor Ron Matsuda, and will begin Sunday, 
Feb. 17, 8:45 – 10:00 a.m., in room 113 (next to 
the kitchen). Whether you are a brand new 
Christian or have been a Christian for many 
years, you should gain much from this class 
about how to experience daily the eternal kind 
of life Jesus came to give us. Some topics to be 
covered:  what a Christian is, how you become 
a Christian, what God is like, who Jesus Christ 
is, eternal life, baptism, studying the Bible, 
praying, facing trials, serving, being a witness, 
and how to live the Christian life well.  

Discovering Jesus: Feburayr 17 — April 14, 
10:45 a.m. — noon, Room 218, taught by Cyril 
Nishimoto. Come and meet Jesus in a way 
you’ve never met Him before — through the re-
imagined stores of people from the Bible who 
met Him. For the first timje, you can get to know 
Jesus and be changed by Him forever. 
Registration forms available on the counter in 
the Narthex or call the church office. 

 Movie Event: Blazing Trail to the Souls of Men — 
Life of Kosuke Tomeoka 
Saturday, February 16, 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Cost: 
$10 per person. Tickets on sale now at the Guest 
Center table in the Courtyard after the worship 
services. This movie is in Japanese with English 

subtitles. Presented by the Southern California 
Japanese American Christian Federation 100

th
 

Anniversary Celebration Movie Event. The 
Evangelism Ministry will be showing this true and 
remarkable story of Kosuke Tomeoka (1864-1934) 
who established the first young juvenile 
rehabilitation community in Hokkaido, Japan called 
Katei Gakko — Family School which still operates 
today. This movie is also a history of the Japanese 
Protestant Christian movement and Japanese 
Christians instrumental in its growth. Tickets on sale 
in the Courtyard after services at the Guest Center 
table. Contact Marianne Matsuda or email her at 
mmatsuda3016@sbcglobal.net. 

 Office Closed Monday, Feb. 18, President’s Day 

 M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Missions) 

March 16 - 17 two-day trip to San Telmo 

May 18, Sat. one-day trip to Tijuana 

October 5, Sat. one-day trip to Tijuana 

Dec 20-22 three-day trip to San Telmo 
[NOTE: a U.S. passport is required. Spanish is 
helpful, but not required]. Contact Teresa 
Matsushima at treesaw47@gmail.com. 

 Prime Timer’s Tours 

March 18 - 21 (Monday to Thursday) San 
Francisco Your Way. Cost: $751 per person 
double occupancy $1,026 per person single 
occupancy. Includes Step-on-City Tour Guide. 
Payment Due: February 17. 

April 9 (Tuesday) Space Shuttle Endeavor. Cost: 
$99 per person. Depart 10:15 a.m., return 
approx. 5:00 p.m. Payment Due: March 3. 

May 16 (Thursday) Rail ‘n Sail (San Diego). 
Cost: $115 per person. Depart 7:30 a.m., return 
approx. 7:00 p.m. Payment Due: March 28. 

NOTE:  Cost of tours includes gratuity to 
motorcoach driver and are based on 19 to 29 
passengers. If we have more than 29 passengers, 
the rate will be less per person. Please make 
checks payable to GVBC [tour name in subject line]. 
Contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi. 

 
Annual Business Meeting 

Sunday, February 24 

NOTE Time Change: 12:30-1:30 p.m. 

Right after the 2nd worship service 

Community Hall 

(Lunch arrangements TBD) 

Sign up this Sunday, February 10. Flyers are in 
your bulletin and on the Narthex counter 

This is an important meeting. We need a quorum 
of GVBC members to attend. 

mailto:physhr@sbcglobal.net
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Steve Langley, Senior Pastor, ext. 0 

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor — Youth, ext. 681 

Eiji Osato, Associate Pastor — Nichigo, ext. 676 

James Chang, Assistant Pastor — Neighborhood, ext. 682 

Annette Kakimoto, Assistant Pastor —  

Leadership Development, ext. 680 

Chris Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ext. 685 (pt)  

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Middle School,ext.684 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary Children’s Director, ext. 689 

J.J. Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Wendy Nakano, Office Manager, ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assistant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani, Secretary, ext. 671 

Rei Abe, Nichigo Secretary, ext. 677 (pt) 

Aubrey Matsunami, Christian Educ. Secretary, ext. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor, ext. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashita, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Gerald Mayewaki, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary 

 
 
 

Sunday, February 10 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ John 2:1-12 

 
Sunday, February 17 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ John 2:13-25 
 

Sunday, February 24 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ John 3:1-21 

 
Sunday, March 3/Communion 

John 3:22-36 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Room 206. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
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Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 

 

FROM  IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 

Walter Hokama Carol Hokama 

Patsy & Paul Hasegawa Sam Shimane 

 

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones go into the 

College Scholarship Fund, unless specified. 
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